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Positive Changes for Community

Mayor Lyda Ann Thomas and 20 other local officials assembled at Rosenberg Elementary School on August 31 to share the results of the Rosenberg Renaissance Zone’s first report card with a standing room only crowd of about 200 neighborhood residents. The meeting was sponsored by the City of Galveston Families, Children and Youth Board and the Rosenberg PTO and organized by the UTMB Office of Community Outreach.

The Rosenberg Renaissance Zone was officially launched by the Families, Children and Youth Board in November 2003. The brainchild of local attorney Anthony Griffin, the Renaissance Zone project musters existing community resources to bring about improvements in Galveston’s schools and surrounding neighborhoods, with a focus on health, education, safety, city infrastructure, and youth participation. To accomplish its long-term community improvement goals, the project is employing a strategy of establishing “renaissance zones” throughout the city. Ten GISD schools will form the “epicenter” or focal point of each of the zones. The Rosenberg Renaissance Zone is the initial zone, and includes the elementary school at 721 10th Street and 81 blocks of the surrounding neighborhood. L.A. Morgan Elementary School at 1410 37th Street is the focal point of this year’s Renaissance Zone initiative.

In presenting the Rosenberg Renaissance Zone’s report card, Kathy Tiernan emphasized that the Families, Children and Youth Board organized 22 separate programs during the first year of the initiative. More than half of the programs (12 of 22) received an A or A- as a final grade. Examples of tangible outcomes associated with the programs include increased student access to health care, higher nutritional standards in the school setting, improvements in academic achievement and school attendance, and enhancements to the physical infrastructure of the neighborhood. There was unanimous agreement that the success of these programs was a result of the efforts of more than 300 volunteers, no less than 27 community organizations, and 15 City of Galveston staff members.

One program (Galveston Miles Walking Program) scored a C, while another program (Create City Parks Report Card) received a failing grade. Eight projects were scored as incomplete, indicating that their intended partners have yet to make things happen. Tiernan pointed out that those programs receiving low grades or rated as incomplete are now being reviewed by the board to determine what changes need to be implemented to revitalize them.

A planning meeting for this year’s Renaissance Zone activities will be held at Wright Cuney Park (718 41st Street) on Tuesday, September 21, from 5 to 7 p.m. Anyone with an interest in serving as a Renaissance Zone volunteer is invited. Contact Kathy Tiernan for more information about the Rosenberg Renaissance Zone initiative or to obtain a copy of the report card.

